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;;,;, Who Are Florida’s Practice Extenders?

* Physician Assistants

* Anesthesiologist Assistants

* Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioners
—Nurse Practitioners
— Certifled Registered Nurse Anesthetists
— Certified Nurse Midwives



Who Supervises Extenders and What Level

of Supervision is Required ?

« Authorized supervisors
* Levels of supervision
— Direct supervision
* Anesthesiology Assistants

» PAs for routine insertion of chest tubes and removal of pacer wires or left
atrial monitoring lines, performance of cardiac stress testing, routine
Insertion of central venous catheters, injection of intrathecal medication
without prior approval of supervising physician, interpretation of lab tests,
X-ray studies, and EKG without supervising physician interpretation and
final review, administration of general, spinal, and epidural anesthetics

* ARNPs if protocol so requires
— Reasonable supervision and control

* PAs except for tasks requiring direct supervision
— General supervision

« ARNPS, unless otherwise required by protocol



What Florida Limitations Govern the

Physician Supervisor?

» Delegation limitations

* Prescribing limitations — Controlled
Substances (ordering vs. prescribing)

* Notice limitations

* Location limitations
 Communication limitations
* Personnel limitations



What Florida Practice Limitations

Govern the Extenders?

« Common scope of practice limitations
— Qualified to do the delegated medical act

— No controlled substance prescription but ordering acceptable
In certain circumstances

— Role identification
— Required physician supervision
» Discipline specific scope limitations

— PAs may not make a final diagnosis

— AAs perform only select duties

— All ARNPs must have a protocol
* NPs, CRNAs, and CMNSs have distinct statutory roles
 Clinical Nurse Specialists (advanced practice nurses)



Who Reqgulates Them?

* Florida Department of Health
—Board of Medicine
* Council on Physician Assistants
— Board of Osteopathic Medicine
» Council on Physician Assistants
—Board of Nursing




Payer Treatment of NPPs

—Medicare

* Incident-to billing

» Shared VisIts

 Provider based billing
—Medicaid

» Separate Medicaid handbooks
—Commercial



NPP Contracting Issues

* Duties

* Notices

* Restrictive covenants

* Liability insurance coverage
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